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March is National
Women’s History
Month

January 2016

Annual Souper Sunday Escape

W

omen’s History Month had
its origins as a national
celebration in 1981 when
Congress passed Pub. L. 97-28
which authorized and requested
the President to proclaim the
week beginning March 7, 1982
as “Women’s History Week.”
Throughout the next five years,
Congress continued to pass joint
resolutions designating a week in
March as “Women’s History Week.”
In 1987 after being petitioned
by the National Women’s History
Project, Congress passed Pub.
L. 100-9 which designated the
month of March 1987 as “Women’s
History Month.” Between 1988
and 1994, Congress passed

(See Women’s History Month on p. 6)

February 7, 12:30–2:30 pm
Donation: $5
McGuire Community Room, Traverse Area District Library
610 Woodmere Ave., Traverse City

Program

Images of Women in the Bible
Speaker: Theologian Fran Perkett
Ms. Perkett, M.S. Theology, is
a writer and 35-year educator,
known locally for her continuing
education courses through
Northwestern Michigan College.
Ms. Perkett’s talk will reveal
the historical presence of women
of the Bible, as their images have been filtered through both the
patriarchal society in which the texts were written, and ongoing
interpretation down through the centuries.
Her guided tour of the texts will help us find the real women of
the Bible, from Miriam to Mary of Magdalena, and put in focus the
messages these women have for women of today.
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The public is invited to this annual tradition
featuring a hearty lunch of soup, bread, and dessert.
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Make a reservation so we don’t run out of soup!
Call or send email to Sandy: 421-3343; sansep19@earthlink.net
Reservations will be taken through Tuesday, February 2.

You don’t want to miss this mid-winter treat.
Please join us!

Women’s History Project s P.O. Box 4463 s Traverse City, Michigan 49685
231-947-5178 s www.whpnm.org s admin@whpnm.org
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Calendar

Year’s Roundup
By Amy Barritt
In 2014–2015, our volunteers and board members were
successful in capturing five new oral histories. Special
thanks to Nancy Bordine, Sara Boven, Anne Magoun,
Dzidra Minka, Mary Morgan, and Etta Rajkovich for
donating their time and talents in that worthy cause.
Join the WHPNM this year as an oral history volunteer, event supporter, or
book club attendee, as we work “to preserve and recognize... the contributions
of women to their families and communities in northwest-lower Michigan.”
Get in touch with me at abarritt@tadl.org or 570-0749, and I will be glad to
get you started.
Our speaker slate remains notable, which you can read more about in this
issue of the newsletter. The engaging CMSgt Rose W. Hutchinson, first female
steward to fly aboard Air Force One, addressed us at the Annual Meeting in
October. You can look forward to joining us for Souper Sunday on February
7 for a riveting account of “Images of Women in the Bible” by theologian and
educator Fran Perkett.
In the new year, watch for significant updates to our website, whpnm.org,
improved access to the oral histories we have collected in our 15-year history,
and, as always, new oral histories.
Your support in time, talents, and treasure makes it possible for the
WHPNM to continue our mission. Thank you!

January
11 Board Meeting. Mon., 2 pm.
Thirlby Room at TADL
22 Book Discussion. Fri., noon.
Labyrinth by Kate Mosse.
Thirlby Room at TADL

February
7 Annual Souper Sunday
Escape. Sun., 12:30–2:30
pm. RSVP: 421-3343 or
sansep19@earthlink.net.
McGuire Community Room,
TADL
8 Board Meeting. Mon., 2 pm.
Thirlby Room at TADL

March
National Women’s History
Month
14 Board Meeting. Mon., 2 pm.
Thirlby Room at TADL

April

Have you renewed yet?

Join WHPNM

M

embership dues are the
lifeblood of the Women’s
History Project, and your continuing
membership is key to the success of
our oral history program, educational
programming, and promoting
women’s history in the region.
Please consider paying your dues
for 2016. Dues have not increased
since WHPNM’s beginning: $10 for
students and seniors, $15 for other
individuals, and $25 for businesses
and organizations. Dues and
contributions are tax-deductible.
A dues envelope is enclosed for
your convenience if you have not yet
paid your 2016 dues.
Your membership expiration date
is noted on the mailing label.

11 Board Meeting. Mon., 2 pm.
Thirlby Room at TADL

Seniors: $10
Students: $10
Other individuals: $15
Business/Organization: $25

22 Book Discussion. Fri., noon.
Women’s Poetry. Thirlby Room
at TADL

Dues payable to WHPNM.
Send to P.O. Box 4463
Traverse City, MI 49685
Thank you for your support!

9 Board Meeting. Mon., 2 pm.
Thirlby Room at TADL

May

June
13 Board Meeting. Mon., 2 pm.
Thirlby Room at TADL

July

WHPNM Mission
To preserve and recognize the
contributions of women
to their families and communities
in northwest lower Michigan.
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22 Book Discussion. Fri.,
noon. One Thousand White
Women: The Journals of May
Dodd by Jim Fergus. Thirlby
Room at TADL
TADL: Traverse Area District Library,
610 Woodmere Ave., Traverse City

2015 Michigan Women’s Hall of Fame Honorees

T

en women were inducted
• The Hon. Candice S. Miller,
into the Michigan Women’s
Harrison Township. She was the
Hall of Fame in October 2015.
first woman elected Michigan
Six women were inducted into the
Secretary of State and one of
contemporary category. The other
three women elected to both the
four women—Janet C. Cooper,
Michigan Legislature and the U.S.
Mabel White Holmes, Maggie
Congress. She began her career
Walz, and Myra Wolfgang—were
in public service in 1979 when
inducted posthumously.
she was elected to the Harrison
The women were recognized for a
Township Board of Trustees. Since
variety of accomplishments. In the
that time, she has experienced
contemporary category, the women
many firsts for women.
Top
(l
to
r)
Rep.
Maxine
Berman,
Dean
were recognized for the following:
• Esther K. Shapiro, Detroit. She is
Jocelyn Benson, Sue Carter
• Dean Jocelyn Benson, Detroit,
a consumer-rights activist.
Bottom (l tor): Linda M. Woods, MSW, Esther
Wayne State University Law
K. Shapiro, The Hon. Candice S. Miller
• Linda M. Woods, MSW, Traverse
School Dean. She is the youngest
Representative. She is an outspoken
City. She is a substance-abuse
woman to lead a top-100 law
advocate for women’s rights.
counselor and social worker. She
school in U.S. history. She is a
focuses on wellness and recovery
• Sue Carter, East Lansing. She is a
recognized expert on civil rights
within the Native American
faculty member in the Michigan
law, education law, and election
Community. She is a member
State University School of
law.
of the Grand Traverse Band of
Journalism. She was a trailblazing
• Rep. Maxine Berman, West
Ottawa and Chippewa Indians.
radio journalist at WVIC, Lansing
Bloomfield, a former State
and WXYZ-AM Detroit.
(See Michigan women on p. 8)

CMSgt Rose W. Hutchinson shared experiences in U.S. Air Force

C

MSgt Rose W. Hutchinson
spoke about her experiences

recounted in her book, From the
Pentagon to Air Force One at the
Annual Meeting on Saturday,
October 24.
Hutchinson spoke about being the
first female steward to fly aboard Air
Force One. When Hutchinson joined

the United States Air Force in 1964,
she was one of only 3,000 women in
that branch of the service.
Before Hutchinson retired in
1992, she had logged 6,000 hours
of flight time and was promoted
to Chief Master Sergeant with
responsibility for 107 staff and seven
planes on base.
In the 24 years since her
retirement, Hutchinson has spent her
time volunteering for the American
Red Cross, Child and Family
Services, Women’s Resource Center,
the State Theatre, and the Traverse
City Film Festival. She was inducted
in to the Traverse City Central High
School Hall of Fame in 2012.
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Oral History: Bernice ‘B’ Trimble Steadman
An interview with B. Steadman on
March 24, 2003, at her home in
Traverse City.
e had a house fire when I
was a year and a half old; my
father was killed. I had a brother
and four sisters who did not get out;
Mother and I were the only survivors.
When I was about five, my mother
had a nervous breakdown as a result
of all of our losses. When she came
back from the Mayo Clinic, she
brought me a book about Lindbergh
and a little airplane that I sat in and
pedaled on the sidewalk.
My high school years were the
early forties, the war years. I just
loved the science and math part. I
thought that was great. I could see a
beginning, and an end, to what we
were doing in that kind of class. The
whole thing about the science and
math opened new doors for me. I
realized that was really the direction I
wanted to go.
We were the only class that did
not have a graduation banquet;
everything was rationed for the war.
There weren’t very many boys at
graduation because they were already
signing up for the military. One of
the boys who played violin in the
school orchestra had dropped out of
school to join the army. He was one
of the first to be killed. I thought,
‘what a terrible shame.’ That was
when the war really hit me.
I really wanted to go to medical
school. Of course, there was no
money in our family to do anything
like that. Flying was just something
I wanted to do. So I looked at
aviation magazine ads for the big
flight schools. I found out it was
just as expensive as any college. So
I went to the local flight school and

W

started flying there. The day I got my
commercial license I went to work
flying. I did that for fifty years.
A person had to own an airplane
to be able to have a flight school
license. I didn’t have the money to
do that. So I went down to the bank
to borrow money to buy my first
airplane. Almost ninety-nine percent
of the time, a woman had to have her
husband’s signature to get a loan. I
didn’t have a husband at that time,
but I still got the loan. I had gone to
the library and read some books on
how to negotiate loans. If you know
the vocabulary on some new subject,
you’ve got a leg up.
I always paid off loans at, or
before, the due date, which put me in
good standing with the bank. When
I needed airplanes, I’d just go down
to the bank. For a woman then, that
was quite unusual.
I was having a ball! Men were all I
had for students; I worked in a man’s
domain. I found that it was great. I
just never dated my students. To me,
that would have been bad business.
When I was a flight instructor, a
couple of lawyers coaxed their coworker, Bob (Steadman), to come
out to the airport and have me teach
him how to fly. He was working on a
murder case at the time. One day he
asked, “Would you like to come over
for a drink and I’ll tell you about
what happened today?” That started
it. He was the only student that I
ever dated. And here we are, still
together forty-five years later.
I was just ornery enough to want
to do something different from being
a housewife. I don’t remember any
resistance to charter work or anything
that we were doing flying. I cannot
remember anyone ever saying, “I’m
not going to fly with her because
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she’s a woman.” Of course, I was very
tall and maybe they were intimidated
by my size.
My biggest challenge in life
was getting into NASA’s Mercury
Program. While I was in the
screening process, I called the NASA
clinic and said, “My friend Janey has
had eight children and she’s in very
good condition, a marvelous pilot.
I think she’d like to go through the
program.” Janey was the oldest of
our group that went through it and
passed, easily; as I knew she’d do.
To this day NASA doesn’t recognize
us (the XXX female pilots in the
program). We were just a little early
on for them, because eventually they
did send women into space. But, of
course, those women now also have
degrees; some of them have multiple
degrees. It’s a different world.
It was at NASA that I met Dr. Von
Braun, the inventor of the rocket
engine.
One day, years later at my flight
school in Flint, the line boy called
me and said, “There’s a man coming
in with an ‘Aero Commander’ that
he wants to put it in your hangar. I
think his name is Van Braun.” I said,
“Oh, my God, you don’t mean Dr.
Von Braun. Holy mackerel! Get all
the other airplanes out of the way
and let him do anything he wants.”
Von Braun wanted Janey and me
to come along to hear him speak to
(Continued on p. 5)

General Motors about his Saturn
Five rocket. We said we’d really like
to go, but they don’t let women in.
At that time no women were ever
allowed, ever. Even the waitresses had
to leave the room. He said, “If you
can’t go, I don’t go!” I told him we
could drive him to the auditorium,
and he accepted. When we got there,
he would not go in that door until
we went through the door. What a
gentleman.
I like talking about aviation,
particularly for girls, because I
think it’s really an ideal business for
women, just ideal. You meet people,
travel, and it’s very challenging. No
day is the same. You don’t get bored
with it, at all. Women are active; I
think they’d just love it. I think about
the future for these kids now, the
future is fantastic. Just imagine going
to Mars and then setting up a space
station on Mars. I think the moon is
next and then Mars.
When you get to be the grand old
age that I am, it’s time for you to
start giving back. That’s what I feel
I’m doing. I just think that we’ve got
to impress young ladies particularly,
because the ‘grand old guy’ thing
is still there. We have to convince
them that it is okay to have a ‘grand
old gal’ thing. Young women should
build their education like building a
house; if it isn’t on a firm foundation
of your objectives, you don’t have
much. Find a school that specializes
in your goals. Stay in school. Get
good grades. Get scholarships. Help
yourself… help yourself. If somebody
says ‘no’, kick doors open, don’t take
‘no’ for an answer. Go for it!
Bernice T. ‘B’ Steadman was
enshrined into the Michigan Aviation
Hall of Fame on October 12, 2002.
Born on July 9, 1925, in Rudyard,
Mich., ‘B’ died on March 18, 2015, at
age 89 in Traverse City.

WHP Book Group

Get ready to READ in 2016
By Karen Anderson

A

small lively group met on
October 23 to discuss The
Invention of Wings by Sue Monk
Kidd. It is a fictionalized history
of the Grimké sisters, Sarah and
Angelina of Charleston, who were
at the forefront of the abolitionist
and women’s rights movements,
intertwined with the narrative of a
young slave, Hetty, who was given to
Sarah as an eleventh birthday present.
Most of us agreed that the book
was an interesting story and a
good reminder of how abolition
and women’s rights had much in
common. There was some discussion
about whether the character of Hetty,
the slave, was believable—especially
her language, which sometimes
seemed too modern. It’s always
valuable, however, to review how
restricted women’s lives were in the
1800s and how much courage it
required to speak out. How much
courage it still requires!

Books selected for 2016
• Friday, January 22: Labyrinth,
by Kate
Mosse, is an
archaeological
mystery novel
set both in
the Middle
Ages and in
present-day
France. It was
published
in 2005. The book divides into
two main storylines that follow
two female protagonists, Alaïs
(from the year 1209) and Alice (in
the year 2005). The two stories
occur in a shared geography and
intertwine. Ultimately the story

becomes a quest for the Holy
Grail.
• Friday, April 22: Women’s
Poetry. Last April we
spontaneously invited group
members to bring favorite poems
by women (including themselves)
when speaker Victoria Brehm
couldn’t attend. This turned out
to be so meaningful, we all agreed
it should be an annual event in
April, National Poetry Month.
• Friday, July 22: One Thousand
White Women: The Journals of
May Dodd, by Jim Fergus, is a
novel written
as a series
of journals
chronicling
the fictitious
adventures
of a “J. Will
Dodd’s”
ostensibly real
ancestor in
an imagined “Brides for Indians”
program of the United States
government. The premise of
the story is that the Northern
Cheyenne are shrinking in
numbers and seek a way to
assimilate into white society. They
decide to marry white women
and have half-blood children,
enabling the two cultures to blend
naturally.
Book Availability Information
from Ann
Both print and audio versions
of Labyrinth (Goodreads 3/2 stars)
are now available at both Peninsula
Library and the Woodmere branch
of TADL. Even more copies of One
(See READ on p. 8)
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Women’s History Month continued from p. 1
additional resolutions requesting
and authorizing the President to
proclaim March of each year as
Women’s History Month. Since
1995, Presidents Clinton, Bush, and
Obama have issued a series of annual
proclamations designating the month
of March as “Women’s History
Month.”
—From the Law Library of Congress’
guide to the legislative history of
Women’s History Month.

The National Women’s History
Month theme for 2016—Working
to form a more perfect union:
Honoring women in public service
and government—honors women
who have shaped America’s history
and its future through their public
service and government leadership.
Although often overlooked and
undervalued, collectively they have
dramatically influenced our public
policy and the building of viable
institutions and organizations.
From championing basic human
rights to ensuring access and equal
opportunity for all Americans, they
have led the way in establishing
a stronger and more democratic
country.
Each of these public leaders
succeeded against great odds.
The diversity of their experiences
demonstrates both the challenges and
the opportunities women in public
service have faced. Their ability to
use the art of collaboration to create
inclusive solutions and non-partisan
policies, as well as their skill and
determination, serve to inspire future
generations. The tenacity of each
Honoree underlines the fact that
women from all cultural backgrounds

in all levels of public service and
government are essential in the
continuing work of forming a more
perfect union.

2016 National Women’s
History Month Honorees

2016 Theme: Working
to form a more perfect
Union: honoring women
in public service and
government
• Sister Mary Madonna Ashton,
CSJ (1923–present). Public
Health leader and Minnesota
Commissioner of Health.
• Daisy Bates (1912–1999). Civil
Rights organizer, leader of Little
Rock School Integration.
• Isabel Gonzalez (1882–1971).
Champion of Puerto Ricans
securing American citizenship.
• Ella Grasso (1919–1981).
Governor of Connecticut, first
woman governor of any U.S. State
elected in her own right.
• Suzan Shown Harjo (1945–
present). Native American public
policy advocate and journalist.
• Judy Hart (1941–present).
National Park founding
superintendent of Rosie the
Riveter World War II Home
Front National Historical Park
and Women’s Rights National
Historical Park.
• Oveta Culp Hobby (1905–1995).
WWII director of the Women’s
Army Auxiliary Corps and first
Secretary of the U.S. Department
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of Health, Education, and
Welfare.
• Barbara Mikulski (1936–present).
Longest serving woman in the U.
S. Congress
• Inez Milholland (1886–1916).
Woman suffrage leader and
martyr.
• Karen Narasaki (1958–present).
Civil- and human-rights leader.
• Sonia Pressman Fuentes (1928–
present). National Organization for
Women (NOW) co-founder, first
woman attorney in the Office of
the General Counsel at the U.S.
Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission (EEOC).
• Nancy Grace Roman (1925–
present). Chief of Astronomy at
NASA.
• Bernice Sandler (1928–present).
Women’s Rights activist,
“Godmother of Title IX.”
• Nadine Smith (1965–present).
LGBT Civil Rights activist and
executive cirector of Equality
Florida.
• Dorothy C Stratton (1899–
2006). WWII Director of the
SPARS (Coast Guard Women’s
Reserve) and executive cirector of
the Girl Scouts of the USA.
• Betty Mae Tiger Jumper (1923–
2001). First woman chairman
of the Seminole Tribe and
Presidential advisor.
(Nancy Grace Roman is a personal
friend of mine and a member of the
American Association of University
Women-District of Columbia. –Sandy
Seppala, editor)

Board of Directors
Officers
President: Amy Barritt
Vice President: Nancy Bordine

Women’s History Project Book Club on
Goodreads.com
by Mary Morgan
oodreads.com is a free website that was formed to help people find and
share books that they love. It is the world’s largest site for readers and
book recommendations.

G

Secretary: Rebecca Reynolds
Treasurer: Etta Rajkovich

Directors
Karen Anderson
Kathi Houston
Jane Purkis
Mary Morgan
NMC Phi Theta Kappa Liaison:
TBD

Newsletter Editor
Sandra Seppala

Send articles and announcements
for the
April newsletter to Sandy,
sansep19@earthlink.net, or
contact her at 421-3343.
Next deadline is March 15.
Those accepted are subject to
editing for length and content.

Goodreads launched in January 2007. It allows you to track books that
you have read, as well as books that you want to read. You can read reviews by
other book lovers and post your own reviews. It will even recommend books
based on what you have read!
Another feature of Goodreads is the ability to create a Book Group, such
as the Women’s History Project of Northwest Michigan. I recently created
this group and added all of the book titles that have been read by WHPNM
to date. I’ve also added the books that will be read in 2016. You can see the
“read” and “want to read” books at this link: https://www.goodreads.com/
group/show/176164-women-s-history-project-of-northwest-michigan. You
do not have to create a Goodreads account to see the Group’s content, but if
you want to join, you will be able to post comments to the Group’s discussion
board.
You can click on any book and read a summary of it and also see the
community ratings and reviews. Consider joining Goodreads and inviting your
friends to join our Group. It’s easy to join:
• Go to https://www.goodreads.com/ and create a new account by entering
your name (it can be a nickname, if you don’t want to use your real name),
your email address and a password, and click the “Sign up” button.
• After signing in, click the arrow next to Explore to show the menu list –
click on Groups.
• In the Search box, type in “Women’s History Project of Northwest
Michigan” and click Search.
• Our Group name will show up – click on the Group’s name: Our Group
page will show up.
• Click on “Join Group” under our logo – and you are now a member!
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Michigan women
continued from p. 3

The women recognized in the
historical category were honored as
follows:
• Janet C. Cooper, Detroit, worked
for the Michigan Civil Rights
Commission.
• Mabel White Holmes, Chelsea,
invented the first commercial

baking mix—JIFFY Baking Mix.
• Maggie Walz, Calumet, was
an advocate for the Finnish
Community in Michigan and
women’s rights.
• Myra Wolfgang, Detroit, was
a leader in the American labor
movement.

READ continued from p. 5
Thousand White Women (Goodreads
4-stars) are available at five of TADL’s
branches. Also, Horizon Books now
is aware of our selections and is
ordering accordingly. Readers who
wish to buy copies should know
they’ll get an additional 10 percent
off if they mention they are reading

it for the Women’s History Project
book discussion group.
The group will meet at noon in
the Thirlby Room at the library. For
more information about the book
group, please call Ann Swaney at
223-7489.

