
PȣȐ� ȐɑɕɜɄɑɴ��ȣɑɄȽȨȃȵȐɕ
Newsletter of the Women’s History Project of Northwest Michigan January 2015

+LVWRU\�&HQWHU�RI�7UDYHUVH�&LW\�W�3�2��%R[������W�7UDYHUVH�&LW\��0LFKLJDQ������
�������������W�ZZZ�ZKSQP�RUJ�W�DGPLQ#ZKSQP�RUJ

What’s Inside
3UHVLGHQW¶V�FRUQHU� �
$QQXDO�PHHWLQJ�VSHDNHU�UHFDS��
:RPHQ¶V�+LVWRU\�0RQWK�

KRQRUHHV� �
6SHDNHU�0DUGL�/LQN� �
%RRN�JURXS��*UHDW�/DNHV� �
'LDJQRVLV�7%� �
2UDO�+LVWRU\��*UDFH�+HUWD� �
/DGLHV�/LEUDU\�$VVRFLDWLRQ� ��
&DOHQGDU� ��

Annual Souper Sunday Escape
February 1, 12:30–2:30 PM

DONATION: $5
McGuire Community Room, Library 

610 Woodmere Ave., Traverse City

Program
An Unlikely Memoirist

Speaker: Author and Journalist Mardi Link

Besides writing true-crime novels, Mardi wrote a memoir, 
Bootstrapper: From Broke to Badass on a Northern Michigan 

Farm, that has been a great success. See page 7 for a complete 
article about this local author.

!e public is invited to this annual tradition  
featuring a hearty lunch of soup, bread, and dessert.

Luncheon
Catered by Goodwill Catering

Make a reservation so we don’t run out of soup!
Call or send email to Sandy: 421-3343; sansep19@earthlink.net

You don’t want to miss this mid-winter treat.
Please join us!

(See History Center News on p. 6)

Programs and events 
ahead at History Center

by Maddie Lundy, executive director

The coming year has several 
promising new events and 

programs for the community. Also, 
many things continue to change as 
a result of on-going conversations 
between the City of Traverse City 
and History Center of Traverse 
City. Here is an overview of the 
latest news, recent events, and 
plans for future History Center 
operations:
• Maddie Lundy now is the 

Executive Director of the 
History Center of Traverse City.

• !e History Center has 
temporarily suspended public 
hours to focus on internal 
operations and preserve 
resources for the future of 
the History Center. !e two 
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by Amy Barritt, president 

Congratulations and thanks are in 
order for Sara Boven, our newest 
oral history volunteer. She recently  
captured the story of a woman 
who grew up in downtown 
Traverse City during the 1930s. 
Your Women’s History Project 
board is looking forward to getting 
that recording transcribed and in 
your hands very soon. !anks, 
Sara!

We are operating as normal, 
turning out fantastic programs 
like October’s Annual Meeting 
(which you can read more about 
in this newsletter) and capturing 
oral histories, despite upsets at our 
home o"ce.

As you are well aware, our 
o"ce is located in the Carnegie 
Library building on Sixth Street in 
Traverse City, where we have long 
subleased from the History Center 
of Traverse City.

Members of the WHP Board are 
optimistic about the new direction 
the History Center is taking. 
You also can read more about it 
in the article by Maddie Lundy, 
WHP Board member and History 
Center executive director.

We hope to see you around 
town at upcoming History Center 
events. Look also for WHP 
support to promote women’s 

history by 
hosting an event 
during March, 
Women’s 
History Month.

It is likely we 
will not remain 
at the Carnegie Building past 
December 31. !e City has shown 
no interest in leasing out o"ce 
space to smaller organizations. 
However, as the City moves 
to keep the building publicly 
available, we plan to continue 
holding our events there. In the 
meantime, we have been using 
alternate spaces around town, and 
are working to consolidate our 
o"ce holdings.

!e year 2015 is going to be 
a prosperous year for the WHP, 
and we hope you’ll choose to 
be an active part of it! Please 
consider becoming an oral history 
interviewer, join us on Souper 
Sunday to hear author Mardi Link 
speak, and consider giving WHP 
memberships as holiday gifts 
for friends, family, and business 
associates.

We are committed to preserving 
the legacy of women in northwest 
Michigan. Your support and 
participation are key to that e#ort.

President’s Corner—

Exciting years, past and present

Tax time is coming

As we near the end of the 
calendar year, we begin to 

think about what can be deducted 
on our income taxes.

!e Women’s History Project 
of NW Michigan is a 501(c)(3) 
organization. As such, your dues 
and contributions are deductible 
on your federal income taxes ($10 
students & seniors; $15 other 
individuals; $25 businesses & 
organizations).

Donations made at our various 
events may not be deductible.

Consult with your tax advisor.

Board of Directors

President: Amy Barritt
Vice President: Nancy Bordine

Secretary: Martha Vreeland
Treasurer: Etta Rajkovich

Directors
Karen Anderson

Maddie (Buteyn) Lundy
Kathi Houston

Carolyn Micklatcher
Jane Purkis

Shauna Quick
Phi !eta Kappa Liaison

Rebecca Reynolds

Newsletter Editor
Sandra Seppala

WHPNM Mission
To preserve and recognize the contributions of women to their 

families and communities in northwest lower Michigan.
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Annual meeting guest speaker 
Gladys Muñoz invited 

attendees to consider, ‘Why are we 
here?’ and what brings us to this 
present moment as a person and as 
an organization. “Like pieces of a 
puzzle, each one of us has a place 
and a relationship to one another.”

Gladys explained how her 
perception of the world was 
shaped by her childhood in 
Puerto Rico, “I was the oldest of 
$ve daughters. My father was a 
pediatric cardiologist, my mother 
a dietician. I am really glad that 
my parents pushed each one of us 
to go to college. My $rst job was 
as a bilingual kindergarten teacher, 
so that the children of migrant 
workers didn’t have to go to the 
$elds with their parents.”

When Gladys married, she went 
with her Army physician husband 
to Japan. “It was a dream come 
true to be missionaries in Japan. 
We became the minority without 
a translator; it opened my 
eyes to a di#erent world 
of di#erent experiences. 
We recognized the need 
for a trained medical 
interpreter. It was one of 
those key things in life 
that connects—we told 
our kids, ‘We’re sheltered, 
we need to be aware of the 
world around us.’ 

“When our kids became 
teenagers, they told us they 
wanted to take a mission trip as 
a family. !ey found an agency 
that was taking four families to 
Latin America for a two-week 
mission. It was a great experience 

as a family—we were afraid at 
the same time, and happy at the 
same time. We saw how NAFTA 
was a#ecting Latin America; 
people at the bottom of the 
economy were losing their work 
and homes, having to sell out. It 
made me consider the root cause 
of why people migrate. It made 
me wonder, ‘What would I do?’, 
‘How would I feel?’, and ‘What 
can I do about a problem that is 
worldwide in scope?’”

Gladys encouraged listeners to 
consider that any caring person 
can be a missionary. “When I 
looked at why people migrate, I 
realized that we had issues in our 
own backyard (here in Northern 
Michigan). We have people who 
have moved here because they had 
no way to make a living where 
they were; people who are willing 
to do the ‘3 D’s’, work that is 
Dirty, Dangerous, or Di"cult, in 
order to survive.”

To help attendees put faces to 
her message, she shared a short 
movie about immigrant groups 
that came to Suttons Bay for work. 
A man plucked his guitar tenderly 
as he sang about the loved ones he 
left behind. A teenage girl shared 

the shame 
of not 
knowing 
socially 
acceptable 
ways of 
interacting 
with peers. 
Another 
teen girl 
described 
her 
con%ict, “My dream is to graduate 
from school, to live a good life, 
have food three times a day and 
enough to share. But I have 
to help my parents work here 
outside.”

Gladys shared another video 
of local youth groups taken 
into local migrant camps as 
“mission experiences in our own 
backyard.” A mixed group of 
youth and adults, Hispanic and 
Caucasian, sit around a camp$re, 
playing a sharing game of words. 

!ere are many smiles and 
loud laughter as the game 
progresses around the 
circle. Gladys described it 
as “beginning to know the 
other person as a human.”

Gladys invited attendees 
to ask themselves, ‘Why am 
I here?’, ‘How can I utilize 
the opportunities I’ve had?’, 
And ‘How am I sharing 

my gifts?’ Every choice we make 
in our interdependent world 
has consequences that will a#ect 
someone else. Let us be aware of 
our responsibilities.

‘Why am I here?’ addressed by speaker at annual meeting
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helped shape the Women’s History 
Movement and also provided the 
research and energy that created 
and sustain the National Women’s 
History Project.

During 2015, we recognize 
and celebrate the many ways 
that women’s history has become 
woven into the fabric of our 
national story.

2015 Honorees

Delilah L. Beasley (1867–1934)
Historian and Newspaper 
Columnist
Delilah L. Beasley was the $rst 
African-American woman to be 
regularly published in a major 
metropolitan newspaper and the 
$rst author to present the history 
of African Americans in early 
California.

In the thirties, Beasley was the 
driving force behind the passage 
California’s $rst anti-lynching bill. 
She continued her column and 
was active in the community until 
her death in 1934.
Gladys Tantaquidgeon
(1899–2005)
Mohegan Medicine Woman, 
Anthropologist, and Tribal Elder
Gladys Tantaquidgeon’s life 
spanned the entire 20th century. 
She grew up in the Mohegan 
community (Uncasville, 
Connecticut) learning traditional 
practices, beliefs, and herbalism. 
She only completed grade school 
but at age 20 she took the 
opportunity to study anthropology 
at the University of Pennsylvania. 
She completed extensive $eld 

2015 National Women’s History Month Honorees
Weaving the Stories of Women’s Lives

The theme, Weaving the 
Stories of Women’s Lives, 

presents the opportunity to weave 
women’s stories—individually and 
collectively—into the essential 
fabric of our nation’s history.

Accounts of the lives of 
individual women are critically 
important because they reveal 
exceptionally strong role models 
who share a more expansive vision 
of what a woman can do. !e 
stories of women’s lives and the 
choices they made encourage girls 
and young women to think larger 
and bolder, and give boys and 
men a fuller understanding of the 
female experience.

Knowing women’s achievements 
challenges stereotypes and upends 
social assumptions about who 
women are and what women can 
accomplish today.

!ere is a real power in 
hearing women’s stories, both 
personally and in a larger context. 
Remembering and recounting 
tales of our ancestors’ talents, 
sacri$ces, and commitments 
inspires today’s generations and 
opens the way to the future.

!e year 2015 is also the 35th 
anniversary of the Women’s 
History Movement and the 
National Women’s History 
Project. We are proud that, after 
decades of dedicated research and 
technological advances, the stories 
of American women from all 
cultures and classes are accessible 
and visible as never before.

Numerous scholars and activists 

research on east coast Indian tribal 
cultures and herbal medicines and 
published several books based on 
her research.

In 1931, she co-founded 
Tantaquidgeon Museum with her 
brother and father; it remains the 
oldest American Indian-owned 
museum in the U.S.

!roughout her life 
Tantaquidgeon collected tribal 
records and documents that, in 
1994. proved to be critical to the 
success of the Mohegan Tribe’s 
decades-long campaign to gain 
federal recognition.
Eleanor Flexner (1908–1995)
Historian and Independent 
Scholar
Eleanor Flexner’s groundbreaking 
1959 book, Century of Struggle: 
!e Women’s Right Movement in 
the United States, marked her as 
a pioneer in the $eld of women’s 
studies.

In this landmark publication, 
Flexner relates women’s physically 
courageous and politically 
ingenious work for the vote 
to other 19th- and early 20th-
century social, labor, and reform 
movements. Most importantly, 
she includes the importance of the 
campaigns for equal education, 
the abolition of slavery, and the 
advocacy of temperance laws.

An expanded edition of Century 
of Struggle was published in 1975 
and the paperback expanded yet 
again in 1999. Her analysis will 
long be recognized as a source 
of inspiration for “second wave” 
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feminists who went on to the 
groundwork for subsequent 
generations of women’s history 
scholars.
Polly Welts Kaufman
(1929–Present)
Writer, Teacher, Activist
Polly Welts Kaufman is a writer, 
teacher, and, above all, an activist 
for equality. Her path to writing 
about women’s lives began with 
the sound of a door closing, heavy 
as it was with gendered prejudice.

Graduating from Brown 
University in 1951 with a 
degree in American Studies, she 
planned to teach high school in 
Providence, Rhode Island, only 
to be asked, “Are you married or 
going to be married?” Answering 
“Yes,” she was told to look 
elsewhere for employment.

As a project director and 
principal researcher, she has been 
involved in establishing many 
women’s history trails including 
!e Boston Women’s Heritage Trail 
in Massachusetts and !e Portland 
Women’s History Trail in Maine.

Kaufman also received two 
Fulbright Scholarships to Norway, 
she helped establish !e Walking 
Trail of Statues to Women in Oslo. 
Her work celebrates the telling 
of women’s lives as a global 
conversation.
Lynn Sherr (1943–Present)
Broadcast Journalist and Author
Lynn Sherr, an American 
broadcast journalist and author, 
began her career at Conde Nast, 
when she won the Mademoiselle 
Magazine Guest Editor 
Competition in college. She 
soon moved on to the Associated 

Press, then WCBS-TV, PBS, 
and ultimately ABC, where she 
covered politics, space and social 
change for more than 30 years.

As a correspondent for the ABC 
news magazine 20/20, she received 
many honors, including the 
George Foster Peabody Award in 
1994 for !e Hunger Inside, about 
anorexia.

In Susan B. Anthony Slept 
Here (1976), Sherr recognized 
the importance of reclaiming 
and visiting women’s historic 
landmarks.

Her latest best-selling book, 
Sally Ride: America’s First Woman 
in Space (2014), is the only adult 
biography of that path-breaking 
woman. Sherr’s career on and o# 
TV is courageously chronicled in 
Outside the Box: A Memoir (2006).
Judy Yung (1946–Present)
Oral Historian, Author, and 
Professor
Judy Yung is best known for 
her groundbreaking work in 
documenting the immigration 
history of Angel Island and the 
life stories of Chinese American 
women.

As a second-generation Chinese 
American born and raised in 
San Francisco Chinatown, 
Yung embarked on a lifelong 
mission to reclaim the history 
of Chinese Americans and to 
educate Americans about the lives, 
struggles, and contributions to this 
country.

As a professor of American 
Studies at UC Santa Cruz, Yung 
taught courses in ethnic studies, 
Asian American studies, and 
women’s history, and helped 

develop an Asian American 
Studies Program.
Darlene Clark Hine
(1947–Present)
Historian and Educator
As a historian, Darlene Clark 
Hine sought not only to explore 
African-American history, but to 
expand the discipline of history 
itself by focusing on black women 
“who remained at the very bottom 
of the ladder in the United States.”

A leading expert on the 
subject of race, class, and gender 
in American society, Hine is 
credited with helping to establish 
a doctoral $eld in Comparative 
Black History at Michigan State 
University.

“If I can…impress upon the 
historical profession” she once 
insisted, “how important it is to 
talk to and illuminate the lives of 
people who did not leave written 
records, but who also in%uenced 
generations of women all over 
the globe, then I will feel that my 
career is worthwhile.”
Holly Near (1949–Present)
Singer, Songwriter, Social 
Activist 
Holly Near has inspired 
generations with music that 
chronicles progressive activism 
of the late 20th and early 21st 
centuries.

During the war against 
Indochina, Holly began to 
write songs based on historic 
and current events that were 
challenging progressives in the 
United States.

She wrote about the killings 
at Kent and Jackson State, the 

(See Honorees on p. 6)
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part-time sta# members, Laura 
Wilson and Peg Siciliano, have 
been laid o# until funding 
improves.

• A new plan of “taking 
history to the community” 
instead of “making the 
community come to history” 
is being implemented. We are 
developing new programming, 
collaborating with other groups 
interested in our history, 
displaying historical artifacts 
in new places, and telling the 
stories of our past throughout 
the community.

• Currently discussing a new 
lease agreement between the 
History Center and the recently 
merged Crooked Tree Art 
Center Petoskey & Art Center 
Traverse City, to share the 
Carnegie Building.

History Center News 
continued from p. 1

struggles of !e United Farm 
Workers, and the frightening 
consequences of nuclear war.

Her work with women in the 
military as well as women in 
countries occupied by the U.S. 
military led Near to rethink the 
role of women in the world and 
the policy that challenges women 
in a very particular way. Near 
began to write songs speci$cally 
about women’s lives both in a 
global and personal context.

Near’s unusual contribution 
historically placed in the post-
sixties era of feminist activism 
crystallized her iconic status. 
Her genuine performance style, 

Honorees continued from p. 6 powerful voice and inspirational 
lyrics identify her as a unique 
contributor to women’s history as 
well as a remarkable vocalist and 
entertainer.
Vicki L. Ruiz (1955–Present)
Educator and Pioneer in Latina 
History
!e $rst in her family to receive 
any advanced degree, Vicki L. 
Ruiz earned a Ph.D. in History 
at Stanford in June 1982. Two 
months later she showed up for 
her $rst teaching position with a 
baby on her hip and another on 
the way.

Over the course of three 
decades, Ruiz has been a major 
force in shaping the $eld of 

Chicana history. In 2012, she 
became the $rst Latina historian 
inducted into the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences.

A committed educator, Dr. 
Ruiz contributed to numerous 
public history projects, including 
documentaries, museum exhibits, 
oral history programs, high school 
workshops, and teacher seminars. 
She currently is president-elect 
of the American Historical 
Association.

For a complete description of these 
amazing women, go to the National 
Women’s History Project’s website: 
http://www.nwhp.org/2015-national-
womens-history-month-honorees/. 

• November brought an exciting 
fund-raising event produced 
by Maddie & Laura called 
‘History Mystery !eater’. !is 
“interactive murder mystery” 
was well received.

• Launched the Traverse City 
Megatherium Club, a new 
program that will be held 
once a month at a local pub. 
We will have open dialogue 
on historical topics, enjoy a 
local drink, and make new 
connections

• Launched Chautauqua in 
Miniature on December 15 
at Horizon Books. During the 
early decades of the twentieth 
century, the Chautauqua came 
to northern Michigan, with 
a smorgasbord of activities 
that included entertainment, 
musical and dance 
performances, and talks about 

engaging topics. Local historian 
and author Richard Fidler 
inaugurated the Chautauqua 
program with a discussion 
about racial, ethnic, and 
religious diversity in the Grand 
Traverse region. Future lectures 
will be held on the third 
Monday of the month at 7 pm 
at locations to be announced.

• "e Festival of Trains, 
featuring a myriad of model 
trains in a festive setting, 
opened at the History Center 
on Saturday, December 13, 
and will run through Saturday, 
January 3.

Visit our website, http://
traversehistory.org/ or our 
Facebook to $nd out more 
information on events and news.

http://www.nwhp.org/2015-national-womens-history-month-honorees/
http://www.nwhp.org/2015-national-womens-history-month-honorees/
http://traversehistory.org/
http://traversehistory.org/


!e Herstory Chronicles V January 2015 V 7 

Karen Anderson and Ann Swaney, 
co-chairs, WHP Book Group

After lively discussions of 
two novels about the Great 

Lakes, we’ve decided to keep that 
theme going for our next two 
conversations with the selection of 
!e Women’s Great Lakes Reader by 
Victoria Brehm.

!is collection of essays, poetry, 
and stories has enough variety to 
please most everyone and, because 
of its length (almost 400 pages), 
we’re reading the $rst half for our 
Friday, January 23, meeting and 
the balance for our Friday, April 
24, meeting. Since Victoria Brehm 
lives in Tustin, Michigan, we’re 
hoping she might be able to join 
us in April.

Here’s how GoodReads describes 
the book:

“Women lighthouse keepers, 
fur traders, cooks on sailing 
vessels, missionaries, and fearless 
travelers all wrote of their lives 
on the Great Lakes, both publicly 
and in quiet testimonies such 
as letters, logbooks, and diaries. 
!eir narratives, which span 
the centuries from 1789 to the 
present, are now collected in this 
anthology. Compiled in response 
to historical accounts primarily 

from white men, 
this collection 
begins with American Indian 
myths and stories and continues 
through writings by women 
pioneers and travelers. More 
than three dozen selections of 
autobiography, $ction, newspaper 
accounts, and poetry chronicle the 
real danger and the physical and 
mental challenges of living in the 
environment of the Great Lakes.”

Please plan to attend these 
congenial gatherings. Bring a 
bag lunch if you like; snacks are 
provided. We meet at noon and 
will be located in the !irlby 
Room at the Traverse Area District 
Library on Woodmere.

For more information, call Ann 
at 223-7489.

Souper Sunday speaker Mardi Link lives near Traverse City

Join us at Souper Sunday for a rousing discussion with Mardi Link, local author and journalist.
Link is known for founding ForeWord Reviews, a Grand Traverse region-based literature review magazine, 

as well as for her Michigan-based true-crime novels, Isadore’s Secret and When Evil Came to Good Hart. Her 
most recent true-crime novel, Wicked Takes the Witness Stand, was just released.

Her memoir, Bootstrapper: From Broke to Badass on a Northern Michigan Farm, has been a great success; 
actress Rachel Weisz has purchased the movie rights from Link.

Link will speak on being “An Unlikely Memoirist,” touching on journalism, her $rst love, and then her 
transition to personal journalism or memoir. Link wishes to inspire others to get down to the task of writing 
their own stories and family histories for future preservation in programs like the Women’s History Project of 
Northwest Michigan.

“I always considered myself a serious writer, a trained journalist, and not someone who would ever write 
about her own life. Journalists are supposed to report the story, not be the story. Never say never because after 
one very trying year, I not only had something to write about, I had a desire to do it and a new literary agent 
who convinced me there were other people who would want to read it.”

Prepare yourself to be inspired, well-fed and highly entertained!

WHP Book Discussion Group

Book group continues Great Lakes theme
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by Dotty Wilhelm French

When I was a child, I 
lived down the street 

from my grandmother, Kate 
Smith Wilhelm, who died of 
tuberculosis. Her death was to 
a#ect my growing-up years.

Kate was born on South 
Manitou Island in 1868. !e 
islands were settled before the 
mainland as a place where 
merchants sold supplies and 
wood to ships, the major form of 
transportation around the Great 
Lakes in those days. Kate left the 
island and came to the mainland 
to work.

My grandfather, Anthony 
Wilhelm, had opened the A.J. 
Wilhelm Department Store in 
1886 and, in 1891, he hired Kate 
as a clerk. In 1896, Kate and 
Anthony were married.

I was born in 1925 and lived 
just three houses away on the same 
street from my grandmother and I 
visited her often.

In 1932, Kate died of 
tuberculosis, the biggest killer 
in those days. When she died, 
the doctor said that, because I 
was so thin, that I must have 

contracted childhood TB from my 
grandmother.

!e treatment for TB in those 
days was fresh air and sunshine, 
plus plenty of sleep. I had to take 
a nap every afternoon, although I 
often pretended that I was asleep.

To provide the fresh air and 
sunshine for my recovery, my 
parents bought property next 
to friends and built a cottage at 
Cresecent Shores on Long Lake. 
Very few people had cottages in 
those days and those who did had 
no electricity or phone, and had to 
pump for water at the cottage. But 
my parents wanted to be sure that 
I stayed healthy and, as you were 
supposed to in those days, become 
chubby instead of stick-thin!

After graduation from high 
school in 1943, I went to the 
University of Michigan. In those 
days, students were checked for 
height and weight. I weighed 
100 pounds and was 5 feet and 
2 inches tall. I had very long legs 
and arms and a small body. Legs 
and arms do not weigh much.

After my exam, they said that I 
was too thin to take the required 
modern dance class and that 
I should take archery and golf 

instead. I was the envy of all 
the girls living in Betsy Barbour 
dormitory.

I graduated from Michigan in 
1947, the year that Traverse City 
celebrated becoming 100 years as 
a city. Everyone wore the oldest-
fashioned clothes that they could 
$nd for the celebration. !e men 
grew beards. I wore a beautiful, 
100-year-old blue dress, that $t 
my thin frame well.

I returned to college that fall 
and got a degree in Occupational 
!erapy. Part of the training was 
to spend time in each type of 
hospital, e.g., children’s hospitals, 
regular hospitals, and TB 
sanitariums.

While doing a rotation at the 
Detroit TB Sanitarium (around 
1948), the doctor called me 
into his o"ce. He told me that 
I never had tuberculosis. My 
Mantoux screening test, which 
is a tuberculin sensitivity test for 
screening for tuberculosis (TB), 
had been negative. I had never 
even been exposed.

All those childhood days 
treating me for TB—just because I 
was slender. Today they would say 
I was just $ne!

Diagnosis TB

Have you renewed yet?

Membership dues are the lifeblood of the Women’s History Project and your continuing membership is 
key to the success of the oral history program, educational programming, and promoting the impact of 

women in the history of our region.
Please consider paying your dues for 2015. Dues have not increased since WHPNM’s beginning: $10 for 

students and seniors; $15 for other individuals, $25 for businesses and organizations. Dues and contributions 
are tax-deductible.

A dues envelope is enclosed for your convenience if you have not yet paid your 2015 dues. Your 
membership expiration date is noted on the mailing label.

We look forward to another year of programs, book discussions, and oral histories. Please join us.
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position of women in our society.  
It opened all kinds of avenues 
because women were taking 
over the positions the men had 
formerly occupied. It made a big 
di#erence, and it has ever since.  

!ere was a lot of celebration 
when the War was over. We 
hopefully thought that this was 
going to settle everything, just as 
they did after World War I, the 
“War to End All Wars.”

We were up here on vacation 

staying at Indian Trail Lodge 
when we heard the news Tuesday, 
August 14, 1945 (ed.: Surrender 
of Germany). From the time I was 
ten years old, we always were up 
here at Indian Trail Lodge the $rst 
two weeks of August. We weren’t 
in the city, you see, that was the 
di#erence, the cities went just 
wild.

My mother (Isabelle Devine 
Moore) wrote a poem, “A Day to 
Remember,” about that day.

“!e shadows lengthen 
underneath the pine trees and 
towards the lodge,

our eager steps we turn.
Afraid to hope, yet hoping for the 

message…
the airborne word for which we 

when Pearl Harbor hit (ed.: 
December 7, 1941). !at was 
very sobering. !ey speak of us 
as being at war now, but this 
was not the same. !is was all 
pervasive because we lived in 
Detroit, which was called the 
“arsenal of democracy,” where they 
were making all the tanks, war 
machines. !ere was the great fear 
that our community would be 
bombed. 

We had regular aid-raid drills. 
!e aid-raid siren would go o#, 
we’d turn o# all our lights, pull 
down all our shades and just sit 
there until there was the “all clear.”  
We were never quite sure that 
this was just a drill. We were very 
much a#ected by the War even if 
we weren’t overseas. 

We lived several blocks down 
from the Chrysler Plant where 
they were making tanks. !ey 
would transport the tanks down 
our street to the fairgrounds where 
the railroad line would take them 
to the coast to put them on the 
ships to take them overseas.

Every once in a while we’d have 
a line of tanks going down our 
road, all being driven by women 
because the women were the ones 
who were working in the plants, 
which was a big change.

!e war was when women got 
into the workforce, in a major 
sense. !ey had got to earning 
their own living, got used to 
the independence, found that 
they could do quite heavy work; 
factory work at that time was not 
automated. And that changed the 

2UDO�+LVWRU\��*UDFH�+HUWD
Interviewed on March 11, 2002, in 
Kewadin. She now lives in Holland, 
Michigan.

I went to public school in 
Detroit. At that time they 

started instrumental music 
instruction in the fourth grade. 
We had a gym class, but we didn’t 
have varsity sports. Sports was 
self-contained, within the school; 
it wasn’t until high school that you 
would have any competition with 
other schools. So there was more 
emphasis at that time on the Arts 
than there is today. I think it’s too 
bad that a lot of schools don’t push 
the Arts now, like they did back 
then. And that was during the 
Depression.

I thought I’d like to play the 
violin, so I started learning it in 
school, and I did pretty well at it. I 
took private lessons, and just kept 
going. I got my degree in violin, 
and always played in orchestras 
down-state. When our children 
were growing up, there were 
several of us women who liked 
to play string quartets. So we’d 
gather at each other’s houses. Our 
preschoolers would play together 
while we’d make music.

One day my little boy was 
looking out the window at a lot 
of cars being parked along the 
street with ladies getting out 
and walking down the street. He 
said, “What’s going on?” And I 
said, “Oh, I think Mrs. Riley is 
having a party.” And he said, “She 
can’t be. Nobody is carrying an 
instrument.”

I was a junior in high school (See Oral History on p. 10)

,QGLDQ�/RGJH�RQ�0XQVRQ�$YHQXH��
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wait and yearn.
We gather in unity of spirit and 

whisper tensely 
but the murmurs cease as from the 

air the welcomed voice announces, 
!e War is Ended, Now We are at 

Peace. 
What tears of joy.
What shouts of happy laughter.
We drink a toast.
Our voices rise in song and one 

among us gives a simple sermon.
We o"er thanks that we are free 

and strong.
A festive evening #lled with 

throbbing magic as music $ows.
With songs that draw us near and 

touch the heartstrings, 
to bring a happy evening to a 

close.
Let him who will make merry in 

the city and tell in years to come a 
noisy tale.

Give us this perfect day of 
celebration among the peaceful pines 
of Indian Trail.”

I continued 
coming up to Indian 
Trail after I was 
grown up. I invited 
Frank to come up 
too, and he liked 
it. So, after we were 
married, we came up 
with our kids and 
stayed there.

One year the 
owner told us, “I 
can’t a#ord to keep 
these little cottages 
anymore, because 
of my taxes.” And we said ‘well, if 
we ever want to see this bay again, 

we’re going to have to own a piece 
of it.’ So we looked at property, of 
which at that time, there was a lot 
of. In ’76 we bought this property; 
and wondered if it was really 
worth $19,000.00 for a hundred 
feet on the bay.

When we moved here, I played 
in the Traverse Symphony for 
about ten years. I’m now in charge 
of the scholarship program in the 
Grand Traverse Musicale, which 
is a women’s musical club. Every 
spring we hold auditions for junior 
and senior high school students 
for summer study. We give three 
instrumental and one vocal 
scholarships of $350.00. Students 
in the smaller communities 
sometimes are not able to play 
in an orchestra or band, so we 
established these scholarships 
so that they would have an 
opportunity to go to Interlochen 
or Blue Lake to get them to 
interact with other musicians. 
It’s often very inspirational to the 
kids to get out and see what other 

kids are doing. And 
that’s the purpose 
of the Musicale. If 
you have a club and 
you don’t have any 
purpose, there’s no 
point. We’re a club 
of musicians who are 
trying to encourage 
young people in 
music.  

I think it’s a great 
disadvantage to be 
a woman. As I look 
at it now, I grew up 

in a very restrictive household, 
although I wasn’t aware of it then. 

I think, in a way, I was not really 
taught to think for myself, there 
was too much control. But you 
have to put it, of course, to the 
era, too.

I always wanted to be an 
engineer, but I was counseled out 
of it. I never dated a boy in my 
math class because I was always 
better. Math and science was my 
bag, but my parents would not let 
me go into any $eld like math or 
science.

I took this battery of tests when 
I was a junior in college. !e 
counselor said, “Obviously, math 
and science are your best $elds. 
What are you majoring in?” And 
I replied, “Music.” !ey asked 
why and I said because that was 
what I was told to do. I felt I’d 
been thwarted in what I wanted 
to do. I found, at least in my era, 
that being a woman was a great 
disadvantage. I didn’t see any 
advantages.  

!e women’s movement of the 
‘60’s and ‘70’s didn’t do too much 
for me personally. By that time, I 
had $ve children, and I was past 
the point. I think it had a much 
greater e#ect on my kids than it 
did on me—in freedom, career 
options, and this sort of thing. 
I think it was a $ne, liberating 
in%uence; but personally, I didn’t 
feel it did anything for me.

If I had my life to do over, I 
probably would have gone into a 
di#erent $eld. I probably would 
have stood up to my parents 
and I might even have married 
somebody else. I probably would 
have lived an entirely, di#erent 
life. I suppose that’s not very nice 
to say.

Oral History continued from p. 9
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By Amy Barritt

The women of the Ladies 
Library Association (LLA) 

rati$ed their constitution on July 
28, 1869, marking their ambitious 
undertaking as the $rst women’s 
society in Traverse City. Eight 
women chartered the group, 
representing the learned female 
class present in Traverse City at 
the time: Clymene C. Bates, wife 
of then Lt. Governor Morgan 
Bates; journalist Martha E.C. 
Bates, who would go on to help 
establish the Michigan Women’s 
Press Association; and Martha’s 
good friend, local author Mary K. 
Buck.

!eir intention was to create a 
subscription library that would 
serve to promote the intellectual 
pursuits of local women and 
provide a stimulating social outlet; 
men were not permitted to join 
the LLA until a vote by the Board 
on January 28, 1870. In their 
pursuit, the LLA would give their 
community so much more: a 
book collection to supplement the 
meager o#erings of the 
township library; the 
$rst community meeting 
space that would house 
several hundred people 
in 1878; and a beautiful 
building that still stands 
today as a testament 
to the resolve of early 
women’s societies in 
Traverse City.

!e LLA were 
not simply passive 
women, doting on 

luncheons and romance novels. 
!ey had every intention from 
the outset of making their 
organization a pro$table pillar of 
the community, which they did 
through land speculation. !eir 
$rst unsuccessful attempt came 
in 1870, when they purchased 
two lots on Front Street with 
the intention of building there, 
knowing that the area would be 
a bustling business center for 
years to come. By 1872, $280 
was still owed on the loan, and 
then Lt. Governor Morgan Bates 
“generously assumed the debt, 
thereby relieving the Association 
from embarrassment” (Grand 
Traverse Herald, August 1, 1872).

!e LLA saw better success in 
1878; “Fancy Fair” fundraisers 
and library book $nes would add 
to the LLA co#ers over time, and 
they built a two-story building on 
the Front Street lots for $1940. 
!e building was 32 by 70 feet, 
with 15 foot-high ceilings in 
the second story. In addition to 
library rooms and o"ce space on 
the $rst %oor, “the entire upper 
story will be for a public hall. 

!is is what we greatly need here, 
and the enterprise will at once 
secure the hearty good will of the 
people” (Grand Traverse Herald, 
May 16, 1987). !e newspaper 
was correct. Within the $rst 
year, the LLA secured more than 
$500 in renting out the hall, 
which paid o# all outstanding 
debt and allowed the LLA once 
again to serve their community 
while becoming a $nancially self-
sustaining organization by one act 
of foresight.

You have likely seen the brick 
building inscribed “Ladies Library 
Association” at 216 Cass Street. 
!e building was in use as a 
library until 1940, although the 
LLA continued to meet despite 
abandoning library operations. 
When the LLA gifted the building 
to the City in 1944, service to the 
community was still forefront in 
their plans, and the City agreed 
to allow women’s groups to meet 
in the building and for a unit 
of the Red Cross to continue 
operating in the basement. By 
1949, the building also was in 
use as a city police station, and it 

would continue in that 
capacity until 1983. 
!e interior of the 
building was renovated 
for small private o"ces 
in 1986, and a Michigan 
Historical marker was 
erected on the lawn in 
1987, honoring the LLA 
and its service to the 
community.

Ladies Library Association, 1869–1944
The First Women’s Society in Traverse City

Dedicated to Community Service and the Pursuit of Knowledge
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Send articles and 
announcements for the 

newsle!er to Sandy, 
sansep19@earthlink.net, or 
contact her at 421-3343. 

Next deadline, Feb. 15, 
2015. Those accepted are 
subject to editing for length 

and content.

January
12 Board Meeting. Mon., 2 

pm. Place TBD

23 Book Discussion. Fri., 
noon. !e Women’s Great 
Lakes Reader edited by 
Victoria Brehm. Contact 
Ann, 223-7489. Library, 
!irlby Room

February
1 Souper Sunday. 12:30–2:30 

pm. Donation $5. Speaker 
Mardi Link. RSVP to Sandy: 
421-3343. sansep19@
earthlink.net. Library, 
McGuire Community Room

9 Board Meeting. Mon., 2 pm. 
Place TBD

15 Deadline for articles for 
newsletter.

March
Women’s History Month

9 Board Meeting. Mon., 2 pm. 
Place TBD

TBD Women’s History Event 
at NMC.

April
13 Board Meeting. Mon., 2 

pm. Place TBD

24 Book Discussion. Fri., 
noon. !e Women’s Great 
Lakes Reader edited by 
Victoria Brehm. Contact 
Ann, 223-7489. Library, 
!irlby Room

Calendar


