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Women’s History Project Annual Meeting
“Landscape Art Quilt Journey” 

with Ann Loveless
Saturday, October 15, 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Parish Hall, Grace Episcopal Church
341 Washington St., corner of Boardman

Parking in rear and on the street

—Lunch catered by Centre Street Café— 
$15 for WHP members; $20 for non-members

Ann Loveless will share her ideas and experiences as a quilt artist 
and tell how she discovered this unique art form.

Ann has had a love of sewing and fabric all her life and since 2005 has 
found her calling in art quilts. She captures the beauty of Northern 

Michigan in these unique creations, which include birch trees, flowers, 
ferns, sunsets, water, snow—and many other favorite nature scenes.

Ann has a clothing and textile degree with an emphasis in art from 
Michigan State University. Her work has received wide recognition, 

including several Grand Rapids ArtPrize awards.

Reservations are required by October 10.

Please mail your check with the reservation/renewal form (see back page) 
to WHP at P.O. Box 4463, Traverse City 49685.

For more information, call 947-5178.

New Michigan Hall 
of Fame winners 
announced

The Michigan Women’s Hall 
of Fame has announced the 

nine women and one women’s 
group, that will be honored at the 
33rd annual awards dinner and 
induction ceremony on October 
19,.

These women and one women’s 
group were selected from more than 
110 nominations. The honorees 
were selected in two categories, 
Historical and Contemporary.

The 2016 honorees in the 
Historical category are:

Elizabeth Sparks Adams (1911-
2007) of Waterford Township was 
a leader in the field of Michigan 
History. She was the first woman 
and longest serving public official 

What’s Inside
President’s Corner 2

Board elections 2

Friday Night Live 3

Book Discussion 3

Remarkable Women 3 

Oral History: Betty Beebe 5

Website receives facelift 7

Calendar 7

Annual Meeting reservation 
& Renewal form back page

(See Hall of Fame on p. 4)



2 s The Herstory Chronicles s September 2016

By Amy Barritt

It’s been a hot summer, and, with it, the usual slow-
down in our oral history activities. The women we’d 
love to interview are just darned busy! In the meantime, 
we’ve been planning for the coming year, and we hope 
you will be surprised at all we’ve cooked up.

Our table at Friday Night Live on August 12, was a great success. Held 
on Front Street, it attracts a multitude of people. Our goal was simple: to 
raise awareness for WHPNM within our community, and especially the 
oral history collection, to encourage its use and continued growth. Our big 
draw was our “photo booth,” where visitors had a lot of fun dressing up and 
striking poses! See story and photos on page 3.

Also in this newsletter is our announcement for the upcoming annual 
meeting. I encourage you to sign up soon, as our invited speaker is sure to 
draw a crowd! That alone should get you eager to line up, but just in case, 
perhaps a famous catered lunch from our good friends at Centre Street Cafe 
will further entice you? I never turn down Swamp Soup when it’s offered!

Thank you for supporting the Women’s History Project of Northwest 
Michigan with your membership! As always, we are looking for women to 
interview whose stories should be captured for posterity, and for people to 
interview them. I will gladly answer any of your questions. Just send me an 
email me at abarritt@tadl.org

President’s Corner

Celebrating women, every day

WHPNM Mission
To preserve and recognize the 

contributions of women  
to their families and communities 

in northwest lower Michigan.

Join WHPNM
Seniors: $10

Students: $10
Other individuals: $15

Business/Organization: $25

Dues payable to WHPNM. 
Send to P.O. Box 4463 

Traverse City, MI 49685
Thank you for your support!

Board of Directors
Officers

President: Amy Barritt

Vice President: Nancy Bordine

Secretary: Rebecca Reynolds

Treasurer: Etta Rajkovich

Directors
Karen Anderson

Kathi Houston

Jane Purkis

Mary Morgan

NMC Phi Theta Kappa Liaison: 
TBD

Newsletter Editor
Sandra Seppala

Elections for the upcoming board of 
directors will be held at the Annual 
Meeting on October 15.

The Nominating Committee—
Ann Swaney, Sandy 
Seppala and Etta 
Rajkovich—recommends 
the election of Karen 
Anderson, Amy Barritt, 
Nancy Bordine, Kathi 
Houston, Mary Morgan, 
Jane Purkis and Etta 

Rajkovich to the Women’s History 
Project of NW Michigan Board for 
the upcoming year.

An organizational meeting of the 
board will be held in 
November.

Elections will take 
place at the Annual 
Meeting in October. 
Nominations will be 
accepted from the 
floor.

Be sure to vote at Annual Meeting
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Friday 
evening, 

August 
12, found 
some WHP 
members on 
the street! 
They had 
vintage 

clothing in hand and a large picture 
frame. Their goal? 
To raise awareness 
of the important 
work of Women’s 
History Project 
here in Northern 
Michigan.

Our Friday 
Night Live Dress-up Photo Booth on 
Front Street was a big hit. We could 

not have 
anticipated 
how much 
fun we were 
going to 
have! While 
the young 
and young-

at-heart were busy dressing up and 

snapping pictures, WHPNM board 
members 
busily 
worked the 
crowds, 
talking 
about our 
mission, 
goals, and 
vision to 
booth 
visitors.

Some people stopped just to 
reminisce 
about strong 
women in our 
community 
who are gone 
and to reflect 
on their 
lives—all a big 

part of what we are all 
about.

How successful 
were we? Few of our 
visitors had heard 
of our organization 
and its work in the 

community, so 
every contact 
made was a 
success in that 
regard!

But, we 
believe we have 
also tapped 

a few people 
interested in 
getting more 
involved, 
and we also 
captured a few 
referrals for 
“women of 

wisdom” to interview.
Trust that those of us working the 

booth were all high-fives and smiles 
at the end of the day! 

A special 
thank you to 
Directors Mary 
Morgan, Jane 
Purkis, and 
Etta Rajkovich.

On the street with Friday Night Live

By Karen Anderson

A lively group of 12 gathered on 
July 22, noting the proximity 

of the date to the Women’s Rights 
Convention held at Seneca Falls, 
N.Y., on July 19–20, 1848. 
Ann Swaney passed around the 
“Declaration of Sentiments” from 
that historic meeting—and we 
were impressed with its passion and 
eloquence.

Ann and Karen Anderson were 
surprised to have such a large group, 
since no one really liked the book, A 
Thousand White Women. One woman 

said she enjoyed reading about the 
Native American art since it was such 
a big part of American art. There 
were also lively conversations about 
women in the past being confined to 
asylums, often at the convenience of 
their husbands, which had been the 
fate of the book’s narrator. “There are 
such big pieces of our history that are 
unknown,” one woman said.

Someone observed that all the 
women traveling west were “running 
away from something,” and that 
the African-American woman was 
especially entertaining, larger than 

life.
Since the premise of the book—a 

Native American chief requesting 
“a thousand white women” to 
intermarry with his people—was so 
fascinating (and true), we wished 
the author had been a better writer 
so that the characters were more 
three-dimensional. Ah, if only Louise 
Erdrich had seized that idea!

For our next discussion on 
October 28, choose one or both of 
these books: All the Single Ladies by 
Rebecca Traister; Spinster; Making a 
Life of One’s Own by Kate Bolick.

Book Discussion: A Thousand White Women, Jim Fergus
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in Michigan history. She was 
reappointed eight times by governors 
of both parties.

Daisy Elliott (1917–2015) of 
Detroit. She was a representative in 
the Michigan Legislature for 18 years. 
She introduced the Elliott-Larsen 
Civil Rights Act in 1962. She helped 
push through this landmark law in 
1970, which was aimed at protecting 
against racial discrimination and 
other forms of bias. She was a 
civil rights advocate, especially for 
workers, education, senior citizens, 
women and minorities.

Dr. Evelyn Golden (1913–2005) 
of Flint. She practiced medicine in 
Flint for nearly 50 years specializing 
in the care of women and children. 
She was dedicated to helping 
children, women, and seniors in 
Genesee County as a physician and 
humanitarian.

Mary Free Bed Guild was 
founded in 1891 when a small 
group of women from the Grand 
Rapids area wanted to help those 
who couldn’t afford health care. They 
“passed a purse” and asked anyone 
named Mary, or anyone who knew 
someone named Mary, to donate a 
dime. Mary was the most common 
name at the time, and donations 
supported the first “Mary free bed” at 
a local hospital. As funds grew, these 
women began helping people with 
disabilities. The Mary Free Bed Guild 
now governs the most comprehensive 
rehabilitation hospital in Michigan—

Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation 
Hospital.

Charlotte “Lottie” Wilson 
(1854–1914) of Niles, was a 
nationally recognized artist whose 
works were displayed at the White 
House and galleries throughout the 
eastern United States. She was the 
first African-American to graduate 
from the School of the Art Institute 
of Chicago. Although she faced many 
challenges, she was able to make 
major strides in art, education, civil 
rights, and women’s rights.

The 2016 Contemporary 
Honorees are:

Dr. Anan Ameri of Detroit, was 
the founding director 
of the Arab American 
National Museum 
(AANM) in Dearborn. 
This is the only museum 
in the United States 
dedicated to Arab American History 
and culture. She is a sought-after 
speaker, sharing her expertise on Arab 
and Muslim American culture and 
history. 

Rev. Faith Fowler of Detroit is 
the founder and 
executive director of 
Cass Community 
Social Services, 
a nonprofit that 
counters poverty 

by providing meals, transitional 
and permanent supported housing, 
weekly free medical clinic and 
employment to those with significant 
barriers to employment.

Dr. Olivia Letts of Lansing 
was the first African 
American hired to 
teach in the Lansing 
School District and 
subsequently became 
the district’s first African 
American principal. 

She helped the district desegregate. 
She has been a life-long advocate 
for education, civil rights, and 
community service.

Diana Ross of Detroit, is a 
Motown legend. 
The Guinness Book 
of World Records 
has named her the 
most successful 
female music artist 
in history, having a career total of 
70 hit singles through her work 
with The Supremes and as a solo 
artist. Billboard magazine named 
her “Female Entertainer of the 20th 
Century”.

Lou Anna Kimsey Simon of East 
Lansing, is the first 
female president 
of Michigan State 
University. She has 
worked to expand 
MSU’s strengths by 

focusing on solutions that protect 
and enhance quality of life, including 
clean water, safe and plentiful food, 
sustainable energy, and health care. 
She received her B.A. and M.A. 
degrees from Indiana State University 
and Ph.D. from Michigan State 
University.

Hall of Fame continued from p. 1

The Michigan Women’s Hall of Fame promotes
equality of women by honoring the history and

celebrating the accomplishments of Michigan women.

The Michigan Women’s Historical Center & Hall of Fame
is operated by the Michigan Women’s Studies Association,

a non-profit 501c3 organization.
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Oral History: An Interview with Betty Beebe
We interviewed Betty Beeby on May 7, 
2003, at her home in Eastport.

I was born in Detroit, Michigan, in 
1923 when they didn’t have images 
of the baby-to-come. When they told 
my father that he had twins, he was 
so overjoyed that he did cartwheels 
down the entire corridor of Henry 
Ford Hospital.

We came Up North to Torch Lake 
every summer. My great-grandfather 
got the first land that was ever deeded 
in Torch Lake.

My father was a Captain in WWI 
when he saw a program my mother 
put on in one of the high schools. 
He was so impressed because she was 
the manager, and she sat down in the 
audience during the whole program. 
He said, “Anybody that isn’t 
backstage during the performance 
sure knows how to delegate.” He was 
pretty impressed with that, and she 
nabbed him.

I went to Cass Technical High 
School in downtown Detroit. I was 
not the best student because I was 
always drawing pictures instead of 
paying attention. I had to take a 
streetcar to school, which took about 
an hour. I’d practice drawing people 
as they were riding the streetcar.

At Cass, I had the finest teacher 
that anyone could have. She was 
an older woman dedicated to her 
students and her job. She had aisles 
of art books she’d bought herself. You 
could borrow any of her wonderful 
books.

Miss Davis took me to meet the 
Booths. They were newspaper people 
with a gorgeous, palatial mansion in 
Grosse Pointe, with original paintings 
by Lautrec, Degas, and so on. They 
talked to me about what I wanted 
in art, and were influenced enough 

to give me a scholarship to Pratt 
Institute, one of the finest art schools 
in the United States.

I lost my pocket money in New 
York, somewhere between Brooklyn 
and Grand Central Station. I was so 
upset ‘cause my folks didn’t have a lot 
to spare. But I had a nice roommate 
who was also poor; so we subsisted 
on bacon drippings on toast and 
things like that.

I was in a movie theater on 
December 7, 1941. Suddenly, in the 
middle of the movie, all of the lights 
came on and they said, “All armed 
servicemen report to their stations.” 
It was quite a shock. We went back to 
the school and found out that Pearl 
Harbor had been bombed.

The school authorities asked 
students to help with the 
inventories of the neighborhoods. 
We interviewed people about how 
many people were in each home, 
what were the ages, whether there 
were any cripples, what kind of 
heat they were using, and so forth 
because if we were bombed, if there 
was a fire, if anything was hit, the 
government needed that information. 
At the time we didn’t realize that 
German submarines were just off the 
Manhattan coast.

My first job was actually 
freelance, designing a cover for the 

Architectural Forum. After which 
they asked me to stay on with the 
staff and move over to Rockefeller 
Center. In any art department I 
worked in, I was usually the only 
woman. It was good pay, exciting 
work. I don’t know why more women 
aren’t going into it.

At night, I would volunteer at the 
United Nations Air Force Club where  
soldiers were coming in from all 
over the world. I was asked to paint 
a mural in the basement recreation 
room. I painted the Spanish dance 
for them.

For that work I was invited to the 
Tea Dance at Delmonico’s, which 
was high society. They brought this 
handsome man over to our table. 
They said he was also from Michigan, 
so we got to know each other. He 
wined and dined me, took me to 
places like the Russian Bear. I took 
him home to meet my parents. Jim 
said to my mother, “I want to marry 
your daughter.” And she said, “Oh, 
good! Let’s do it now!” She loved to 
party. It was an instant thing.

I quit Time-Life because Jim was 
stationed at Newport, Rhode Island. 
We were billeted at the Agassiz 
Mansion with other officers and their 
wives. I was pregnant while Jim was 
overseas, so I went home to Detroit.

In those days you stayed in the 
hospital ten days after having a baby. 
A woman down the hall from me 
was hysterical because her soldier 
husband in Texas wasn’t allowed to 
come back. The hospital asked if they 
could move me into her room to 
quiet her down. As soon as she found 
out my husband was in the South 
Pacific, she got along fine.

I moved back to my parent’s house 
(See Oral History on p. 6)
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with the baby. The cable my parents 
sent to Jim about the baby took two 
months to reach him. Jim came back 
when our baby was six months old, 
and saw him for the first time. I still 
get pretty choked up to see young 
sailors seeing their babies for the first 
time.

After Jim’s service time was over, 
we both wanted to live on a big 
body of water. Lake Superior was the 
biggest one we could find. Because 
Jim was originally a pharmacist, 
he was given a job with the Squib 
Pharmaceutical Company, travelling 
to hospitals back and forth across the 
Upper Peninsula.

The winters up there were not 
easy. I was out in this little log 
cabin with a new baby, not far from 
the Marquette prison. I had no 
telephone. Every night I had to go 
outside, go down into the basement, 
and shovel coal into the furnace. Jim 
would come back on the weekends.
Then Jim got a job in the pharmacy 
in Marquette.

We used to sail with some people 
on a wonderful boat. They asked if 
we would like to be caretakers of the 
Longear Estate. The Longears owned 
most of the copper mines, thousands 
of acres in the Upper Peninsula. We 
put the kids in school. I had to drive 
them eight miles out to the gate to 
meet the bus. The bus driver carried 
a shotgun. In bird season, she’d stop 
the bus, shoot some birds, throw 
them at the kids’ feet, and then 
drive on. Our kids thought that was 
common practice.

We bought a drugstore in 
Kalamazoo in the fifties, and I 
painted again. I started as an artist, 
but when you have children you put 
that aside for a bit.

We bought a house on Lover’s 
Lane. A woman gave my children 
two beautiful big, white, rabbits. She 
said, ‘You won’t have to worry about 
separate cages, they are both males.’ 
We had eighteen rabbits within two 
months. Friends asked us to take care 
of their three cats while they traveled. 
Two weeks before they returned, 
each cat had a litter; and I was 
pregnant too. Living on Lover’s Lane 
I thought, “Do I have to move off of 
this street?”

I did the Captain Kangaroo 
artwork for CBS television; that was 
a wonderful experience. I got a big 
job illustrating the Child’s Story Bible. 
It was all in color, which was such a 
treat after doing mostly less expensive 
black-and-white art. I particularly 
loved illustrating book covers, jackets 
of famous authors. Eardmans paid 
me to skim through books to find 
the visual images for Steinbeck, T.S. 
Elliot, Hemingway, Updike, and 
Faulkner. They wrote with such skill 
that I really became interested in the 
words that portrayed people, that 
made you say to yourself, “I never 
thought of that.” I know it’s a good 
book when it’s a discovery.

That’s why I like painting and 
drawing; I go out and am amazed at 
the things that I see. I start to draw, 
and realize, “Oh…I never thought 
of that.” It’s entirely different than 
if you are just looking. You start 
to really see that drawing puts a 

value on everything, and a price on 
nothing. Everything is exciting. It’s a 
discovery, which is really important 
in drawing. Once you start, you 
discover more and more of what you 
are seeing.

We moved Up North because Jim 
retired, and I was asked to paint the 
mural at Fort Michilimackinac. I 
came up with nine ideas for this 50-
foot wall, and they chose one idea. 
They asked me to create my proposed 
mural on a 10-foot width. If they 
liked it, they would have me paint it 
on the wall.

Jim always believed in me. He 
built this 10-foot stretched canvas on 
a frame that was always on display 
while I was painting the mural. I was 
up on the scaffolding for the whole 
summer. I didn’t have handholds or 
anything. I found myself wanting 
to step back to see how things were 
looking. I said, ‘I’ve got to have 
more boards up there.’ I was starting 
to have nightmares. Jim helped me 
strike a grid of vertical and horizontal 
chalk lines. That grid worked really 
well. I was up there for sometimes 
eight, ten hours getting things sort of 
mapped out.

The mural room was under the 
bridge (Mackinac). You could almost 
feel the vibrations in this room. It 
was a beautiful place just to rest and 
be serene. At night they had the 
mural lit. You could drive by the glass 
doors and see it.

About five years ago they covered 
the mural with a wall that goes all 
the way to the ceiling, and they built 
a store there. You don’t have to sell 
every place, you know.

Betty died on August 16, 2015, at the 
age of 93.

Oral History continued from p. 6
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WHPNM Website receives a facelift
by Mary Morgan

Haven’t we all, at one time or another, considered the possibility of 
getting a facelift? A natural question to ask as time marches by! 

Wonderfully designed and kept updated by Anne Magoun, the WHPNM.
org website was starting to show its age. With newer design software readily 
available, and the increased usage of mobile devices, it was time revamp the 
site.

Using the Wordpress.com publishing platform, Anne and I have created 
a site whose features we think that you will appreciate (while keeping the 
simplicity of the previous website). And the good news is, that while the new 
site has a new URL (whpnm.wordpress.com) the old URL (WHPNM.org) 
will work too, seamlessly rerouting you to the new site, so no need to update 
your bookmarks!

Here are two screenshots showing how the site may look on your PC/
Mac or mobile device. We would love to hear your feedback (email: admin@
whpmn.org).

Send articles and  
announcements for the 

September newsletter to Sandy, 
sansep19@earthlink.net, or 

contact her at 421-3343.
Next deadline is December 1.
Those accepted are subject to 

editing for length and content.

Calendar
September
12 Board Meeting. Mon., 2 pm. 

Thirlby Room at TADL

October
10 Board Meeting. Mon., 2 pm. 

Thirlby Room at TADL

15 Annual Meeting. Sat., 11:30 
am–2 pm. $15 for WHP 
members; $20 for non-
members. Program: Landscape 
Art Quilt Journey with Ann 
Loveless. Lunch.Parish Hall, 
Grace Episcopal Church

28 Book Discussion. Fri., noon. 
Choose one or both of these 
books: All the Single Ladies 
by Rebecca Traister; Spinster; 
Making a Life of One’s Own by 
Kate Bolick. Thirlby Room at 
TADL

November
14 Board Meeting. Mon., 2 pm. 

Thirlby Room at TADL
TADL: Traverse Area District Library, 

610 Woodmere Ave., Traverse City
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Women’s History Project of NW Michigan
Annual Meeting Reservation & Membership Renewal Form

Annual Meeting at Grace Episcopal Church, 341 Washington St., TC
Luncheon catered by Centre Street Cafe 

Name:  Phone: 

Address:	  

Email: 

Number	attending:	  (please print names of guests below)

Meeting	reservations,	members ($15 each): $ 

Meeting	reservations,	non-members ($20 each): $ 

Membership	dues	for	2017: $ 

Contribution: $ 

Total amount enclosed: $ 

Send your check to WHPNM, PO Box 4463, Traverse City, Michigan 49685 by October 14.
Space is limited! Call 947-5178 with questions.

Print names of guests here.

WHPNM is a 501(c)(3) organization.

Membership Dues
Seniors: $10

Students: $10
Other individuals: 

$15
Business/

Organization: $25


