
Women’s History Project
Souper Sunday

Sunday, February 3, 12:30–2:30 p.m.
$5 donation

Hearty lunch of soup, bread, and dessert
catered by Centre Street Cafe

McGuire Room of the Traverse Area District Library 
610 Woodmere Avenue

Speaker: Kathy Firestone
Topic: The Many Names & History of 
Power Island
Kathy will share her research on the history of 
Power Island and its many names. Officially known 
as Power Island, many residents refer to it as 
Marion Island or Ford Island. 

Kathy Firestone is a local, Leelanau County, author, artist, and historian. 
All of her books focus on preserving local history. She’s published the 
book, The Fox Islands North and South, and recently one about the 
history of Power Island. She studied at Northwestern Michigan College 
and lives in Northport.

The WHP Souper Sunday is an annual event for the public, 
featuring camaraderie, a casual and delicious soup luncheon, 

and a thought-provoking program.

Reservations are required (so we don’t run out of soup!) 
by Wednesday, January 30, 

to Sandy Seppala Gyr:
703-597-7925 or sansep19@earthlink.net.

The Women’s History Project of Northwest Michigan began in 2000 
with the goal of preserving and recognizing the contributions of 

women to their families and communities 
in northwest-lower Michigan.
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Oral history update
By Etta Rajkovich

Welcome to 2019. We’re 
looking forward to an exciting 

year ahead in our quest to interview 
those women movers and shakers 
who deserve their place in Grand 
Traverse area’s history.

Thanks to our interviewers, 
Virginia LeClaire, Dzidra Minka, 
and Karen Welch, we’ve interviewed 
and recorded the life stories of 
seventeen women since September 
2018. Those interviewed were: 
Ronnie Alff, Joni Bostwick, Martha 
Donaldson, Kathleen Farley, Carol 
Fitzgerald, Susan Hadley, Lorraine 
Hamilton, Sharon Jennings, Louise 
Kane, Lucile Leach, Yvonne Long, 
Janet Novak, Margaret Strong, 
Deana Tompkins, Joy Wilson, Suzan 
Wisner, and Linda Woods.

(See Oral History on p. 4)
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WHPNM Mission
To preserve and recognize the 

contributions of women  
to their families and communities 

in northwest lower Michigan.

by Karen Anderson
Report from the October 26, 2018, 
book discussion

What a wonderful surprise! We 
had 13 women in attendance 

this time, a rich circle of experience 
and insight.

We were discussing two books, 
The Space Between Us by Thrity 
Umrigar, a novel, and The Upstairs 
Wife by Rafia Zakaria, a nonfiction 
narrative. Participants could read one 
or both of the books (or none). These 
selections took most of us out of our 
comfort and knowledge zones since 
the first was about India, the second 
Pakistan.

We had to stretch to understand 
the context/history surrounding the 
story and also to engage with the 
characters. Stretching is good exercise 
and our members also invited us to 
consider other points of view. After 
we had all condemned the “upstairs 
wife” for being passive, being a 
victim, Anne Magoun asked us to 
ponder the wisdom of her choices, 
the kindness of her husband. And to 
see the relevance to our own lives, 
our mothers and grandmothers. Such 
is the richness of the book group at 
its best.

Thanks to all who came and we 
hope you return.

Book group 2018 recap and looking ahead to 2019

We voted on this next year’s books, 
so these are the books and dates for 
2019:
• January 25. A House Full of 

Females: Plural 
Marriage 
and Women’s 
Rights in Early 
Mormonism, 
1835–1870 by 
Laurel Thatcher 
Ulrich. 
Highlights 
the role of women in the 
establishment, growth, and 
endurance of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS 
Church).

• April 26. National Poetry Month; 
bring a poem by a woman, maybe 
even yourself!

• July 26. Euphoria by Lily King. 
Breakout 
novel of three 
young, gifted 
anthropologists 
of the ‘30’s 
caught in a 
passionate 
love triangle 
that threatens 

their bonds, their careers, and, 
ultimately, their lives. Inspired by 
the life of Margaret Mead.

• October 25. 
The Woman 
Next Door 
by Yewande 
Omtoso. 
There are the 
beliefs about 
race owned 
by South 
African society, there is memory, 
there is marriage and the breaking 
of marriages, and there are the 
unexpected moments of pain 
which come upon us.

I’ve been researching the book 
choices a little further and realize 
that the book we chose for January, 
Invisible by Stephen Carter, is so new 
that there is not a paperback version 
available yet. So we’re switching that 
one out for another title. We’ll wait 
on Invisible until the next go-round.

The new title for the January 
discussion is: Laurel Thatcher Ulrich’s 
A House Full of Females: Plural 
Marriage and Women’s Rights in Early 
Mormonism, 1835-1870.

It has received excellent reviews, 
and an earlier title of hers —A 
Midwife’s Tale—was one of our all-
time favorite reads.

For more information about the 
book group, please call Ann Swaney 
at 223-7489.
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Michigan’s first female legislators 
arrived in 1920s, at the dawn of 
Women’s Suffrage.

In 1924, Cora Reynolds 
Anderson (1882–1950) became the 

first woman and first 
Native American 
to be elected to the 
Michigan House 
of Representatives 
serving one term 
from 1925 to 1926. 

She was a Native American educator 
and health activist from L’Anse and a 
member of the La Pointe band of the 
Chippewa tribe. She also is believed 
to be the only Native American 
woman elected to the Michigan 
House or Senate.

Eva McCall Hamilton (1871–
1948), Grand 
Rapids suffrage 
leader and teacher, 
served in both the 
legislature and 
state Senate. In 
1912, she was one 
of three Grand 
Rapids women 
who mailed out six tons of “Votes 
for Women” literatures, buttons, 
postcards, stickers, rubber stamps, 
paper napkins, and lantern slides. 
One of her successful bills raised the 
mill tax in certain cities to fund pay 
raises for teachers.

Valerie’s stories of those women 
who led the way was an inspiration 
for each of us. Historic numbers of 
women won in this year’s midterm 
election because of their legacy. In 
January 2019, thirty-eight women 
took their seats in the Michigan 
House and eleven in the Senate.

By Karen Welch

Valerie Marvin, 
the Michigan 

State Capitol 
historian and curator, 
was our speaker for 
the Annual Meeting on Saturday, 
November 3, at the Traverse Area 
District Library, Woodmere Branch. 
She spoke about the history of and 
roles that women have played in the 
Michigan State Capital.

In her position at the Capitol, 
people often call her about the 
Capitol itself, the people who work 
there, and important events. The 
questions that both surprise her and 
concern her most come from 9- and 
10-year-olds who have no idea that 
“girls” can serve and make laws. She 
always is delighted to educate and 
enlighten them.

The current Capitol building first 
opened on January 1,1879. Valerie 
shared with us some of the women 
who left an important legacy in the 
early years of our State legislature.

Despite the male dominance at the 
Capital, Harriet Augusta Edgerton 
Tenney (1834–1899), from Vermont, 

was appointed 
in 1869 by the 
governor to be the 
first female state 
librarian and first 
professional woman 
in the capital. The 
library moved 
to the new state 
Capitol building in 

1879. She was the first state librarian 
to be a member of the American 
Library Association. Harriet made 
an immediate impact on the library, 
increasing the collection by 5,000 

Annual Meeting Recap: Women who led the way in Lansing

volumes in her first two years and 
included popular authors such as 
Mark Twain and Harriet Beecher 
Stowe.

Harriet understood the 
importance of her position when she 
submitted her first annual report. The 
opening sentence was, “By the advice 
of the Chief Executive of the Senate 
and with the unanimous consent and 
approbation of the Senate, on the 31st 
day of March 1969, this library was 
placed in charge of a WOMAN.”

She was appointed state librarian 
for eleven, consecutive, two-year 
terms by seven governors, serving 
twenty-two years before leaving her 
position in 1891. She was so valued 
by the legislature that she was able to 
convince them to increase her staff 
and budget. They also increased her 
salary to $1,000.00, making her pay 
equal to that of the governor. Her 
appointment as state librarian started 
more than a century of women 
serving as state librarian.

In the ensuing years, Harriet was 
joined by an increasing number of 
women who worked as assistant 
librarians, clerks, secretaries, 
telephone operators, and janitresses. 
Mary Spencer, Harriet’s protégé and 
successor, built a statewide lending 
library program that benefited 
Michigan residents for years.

Not as notable, but just as 
important, were Mary and 
Katherine Coops–the Capitol 
janitors!

Another illustrious woman was 
Belle Maniates. Belle clerked during 
the day and wrote short stories and 
novels at night. One of her novels, 
David Dunne, was published in 
1912.

(See Recap on p. 4)
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April
26 Book Group. Fri. 12:30. 

National Poetry Month; bring 
a poem by a woman, maybe 
even yourself! Thirlby Room at 
TADL

Traverse Area District Library 
(TADL), 610 Woodmere Ave., 

Traverse City

January
25 Book Group. Fri. 12:30. A 

House Full of Females: Plural 
Marriage and Women’s Rights in 
Early Mormonism, 1835–1870 
by Laurel Thatcher Ulrich. 
Thirlby Room at TADL

February
3 Souper Sunday. 12:30–2:30 

p.m. $5 donation. Hearty lunch 
of soup, bread and dessert. 
McGuire Room at TADL

Calendar

Join WHPNM
Seniors: $10

Students: $10
Other individuals: $15

Business/Organization: $25

Dues payable to WHPNM. 
Send to P.O. Box 4463 

Traverse City, MI 49685
Thank you for your support!

We plan to have digital copies 
made of all our oral histories this 
year. When that is completed, they 
will be posted online at the Traverse 
Area District Library Local History 
Collection site.

In addition to making the oral 
histories available online, the actual 

transcript will be available to review 
at TADL, 610 Woodmere.

If you are interested in 
interviewing or in writing articles 
based on the interviews, please 
contact me: 947-5178, fredcat@
charter.net.

Valerie, who has as B.A. in Russian 
and European Studies, lives in an 
historic home, built in 1906, in a 
Lansing neighborhood that she says 
is “coming back.” Valerie also is 
the vice-president of the Historical 
Society of Greater Lansing.

Thirty women gathered at the 

Traverse Area District Library 
Woodmere Branch for the Annual 
Meeting. Lunch again was catered 
by Center Street Café featuring their 
famous Swamp Soup.

A short business meeting preceded 
the speaker.

Oral History continued from p. 1

Recap continued from p. 3

Board of Directors
Officers

President: Amy Barritt

Vice President: Nancy Bordine

Secretary: TBD

Treasurer: Etta Rajkovich

Directors
Kathi Houston

Jane Purkis

Misty Sheehan

Mary Morgan (webmaster)

Newsletter Editor
Sandra Seppala Gyr

Send articles and  

announcements for the 

next newsletter to Sandy, 

sansep19@earthlink.net, or 

contact her at 703-597-7925.

Next deadline is April 15.

Those accepted are subject to 

editing for length and content.

mailto:fredcat%40charter.net?subject=
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